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“Hell’s Honeymoon” was my first 
real taste of travel. Our honeymoon 
camping trip to Western Canada was 
a month of misery with me getting 
car sick and my husband discover-
ing he hates camping. Some 30 years 
later, I’m lucky enough to be explor-
ing the world with the same great guy, 
but I’m still careful not to sneer at any 
travel superstitions. Here are five of my 
favourites:

Magic Moon Gates: Bermuda
Legend has it that people who walk 

through a Bermuda moon gate — a cir-
cular opening that acts as a pedestrian 
passageway — are blessed with good 
luck. And newlywed couples who kiss 
under these moon-shaped gates will 
have long and happy marriages.

For Valentine’s Day, Bermuda’s Fair-

mont Southampton has a Romance 
Package that includes a champagne 
and chocolate-covered strawber-
ries welcome, couples massage, and 
romantic dinner for two. See fairmont.
com/southampton-bermuda.

Fountain fun: Rome
According to legend, thirsty Roman 

soldiers were led by a young girl to the 
Virgin Water of the Trevi Fountain. 
Drinking from its pure springs would 
bring good fortune and a fast return to 
Rome. Now, tourists make wishes and 
toss coins to help make their return to 
the Eternal City come true. 

Saintly bridge: Prague
Take a romantic evening stroll along 

Prague’s amazing medieval Charles 
Bridge, and make a wish at the stat-
ue of St. John Nepomuk. A 14th-cen-

tury legend tells of the martyr priest 
thrown from the Charles Bridge and 
drowned in the Vltava River. Touching 
the plaque of the fallen priest is said to 
bring good luck and a safe return. 

Kissing stone: Cork, Ireland
Pucker up and hang on tight for this 

old Irish travel superstition. Just climb 
the steps of Blarney Castle, lean back-
wards and upside-down to kiss the 
famous Blarney Stone embedded in 
the castle’s tower way back in 1446.

Kiss my butt: Girona, Spain 
La Lionesa statue — a stone lion stat-

ue in the north east of Catalonia — may 
not be a world famous lucky landmark, 
but it’s too much fun to leave off the 
list. Tradition has it tourists who climb 
up to kiss the Spanish lion’s bottom 
are destined to return to this roman-
tic medieval city some day.

Landmarks for luck and love
SUPERSTITION: Five destinations that promise romance, good fortune

Legend has it tourists who climb up to kiss the Spanish lion’s 
bottom are destined to return to the romantic medieval city of 
Girona, Spain.
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