
Glamping at  
Vancouver Island’s  
Wya Point Resort

Beachside cushiness without breaking the bank
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I’m crazy about Vancouver Island’s 
WĂĐŝĮĐ�Zŝŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�/�ůŽǀĞ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�
ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂĐŚ͘��Ƶƚ�ƵŶƟů� 
ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ͕�/�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ĚŝůĞŵŵĂ͙
 I’m a reluctant camper, espe-

cially in the B.C. rainforest, and I 

cringe at paying beachside hotel 

prices. Finally, I found the perfect 

ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ͗�ŐůĂŵƉŝŶŐͶƐŚŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�
ŐůĂŵŽƌŽƵƐ�ĐĂŵƉŝŶŐͶĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�tǇĂ�
Point Resort yurts in Ucluelet, on 

Vancouver Island’s fabulous west 

coast.

 The cedar forest is dense and 

dark. My friend Monika and I are 

ŐŝĚĚǇ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝŶĚŝŶŐ�
ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƌŽĂĚ�ƚŽ�tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ZĞƐŽƌƚ͘�
tĞ͛ƌĞ�ĞǆĐŝƚĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�
a few days on the glorious wild 

ďĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�dŽĮŶŽ�ĂŶĚ�
Ucluelet, and curious about staying 

in a yurt.

� dŚĞ�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�ĂĚĂƉƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

circular tents used by nomads in 

the Mongolian steppe is a  

brilliant concept. Placed on the 

ĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉƌŝƐƟŶĞ�WĂĐŝĮĐ��ŽĂƐƚ�
forest, overlooking a stunning 

ĐƌĞƐĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ďĞĂĐŚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ǇƵƌƚƐ�Ăƚ�tǇĂ�
Point Resort look like they were 

created for this spot. 

� tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ZĞƐŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĂŝŶ-

ĐŚŝůĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hĐůƵĞůĞƚ�&ŝƌƐƚ�EĂƟŽŶ͕�
who own and operate the prop-

ĞƌƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ǇƵƌƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŬŝŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�dŽĮŶŽͲhĐůƵĞůĞƚ�ĐŽƌƌŝĚŽƌ�
and address an overlooked market 

ŶŝĐŚĞ͘�tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐĂŵƉ-

ŝŶŐ͕�ƚŚĞ�tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ǇƵƌƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨĞǁ�ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�
ŵƵĐŚͲĐŽǀĞƚĞĚ�ďĞĂĐŚĨƌŽŶƚ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘�
But, unlike camping, yurts keep 

you warm and comfy, and there’s 

no need to schlepp loads of gear. 

 Francis, the resort’s congenial 

property manager, shows us to 

ŽƵƌ�ǇƵƌƚ͘�,Ğ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƉƌĞƩǇ�
A-frame covered deck and unlocks 

a sturdy wooden door that be-

lies you’re about to enter a tent. 

͞tŽǁ͟�DŽŶŝŬĂ�ĞǆĐůĂŝŵƐ͕�͞ƚŚŝƐ�
doesn’t look like a tent and it sure 

ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ĨĞĞů�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ƚĞŶƚ͊͟
� dŚĞ�ϮϬ�Ō͘�ĚŝĂŵĞƚĞƌ�ƌŽƵŶĚ�
design, and domed roof with sky-

light makes the yurt spacious and 

ďƌŝŐŚƚ͘��ĚĚ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ǁŽŽĚĞŶ�
ŇŽŽƌ͕ �ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ�ĨƵƌŶŝƐŚŝŶŐƐ͕�Ă�
ŐĂƐ�ĮƌĞƉůĂĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐ�ƐƚŽĐŬĞĚ�
with kitchen supplies and cozy du-

ǀĞƚƐͶǀŽŝůă͕�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ŐŽƚ�ŐůĂŵƉŝŶŐ͊
 The interior of the yurt is nice, 

but the view from the back deck 

ũƵƐƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŬŶŽĐŬƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŽĐŬƐ�Žī͘�
Monika and I gasp in unison at 

the beach and rugged headlands. 

tĞ͛ƌĞ�ŵĞƌĞ�ƐƚĞƉƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĚǇ�

BY CAROLINE HELBIG



ďĞĂĐŚ͘��>ŝŬĞ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐ�ǇŽƵŶŐ-

sters, we race down to the beach 

and let our feet sink into the 

ƐŵŽŽƚŚ͕�ƟŶǇ�ƉĞďďůĞƐ͘
 “Our people have been here for 

over 6000 years. Their longhouses 

ǁĞƌĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�Ăƚ�tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�
high spot, as it is known among 

ƚŚĞ�hĐůƵĞůĞƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕͟ �ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ�
Tyson Touchie with obvious pride 

in his voice. Tyson is the manager 

of economic development for the 

hĐůƵƚŚ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ��ŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ͕�
and a surfer dude when he‘s able 

to sneak away from resort busi-

ŶĞƐƐ͘�͞/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
our village, and it is a very special 

ƉůĂĐĞ͘͟
 Later that day, Monika and I 

clamber up the craggy promontory 

and take in the sweeping view of 

tǇĂ��ĞĂĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ǁŝů-
derness. From our high spot, we 

witness the environmental sensi-

ƟǀŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞƐŽƌƚ͘�͞tĞ�ƐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇƵƌƚƐ�ďĂĐŬ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂĐŚ�ŽŶ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͕͟ �dǇƐŽŶ�ŚĂĚ�
ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�͞ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�

you look at the coastline from the 

ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝƚ�ůŽŽŬƐ�ǁŝůĚ͙ƵŶƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ͘�͟�
 The resort has 15 yurts that 

ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�tǇĂ�
Beach with 32 campsites nestled 

gracefully in the forest.  The sites 

ĂƌĞ�ƐŽ�ƉƌĞƩǇ͕ �ƐŽŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚ-

ing views of the beach; I’m almost 

tempted to give camping another 

go. 

� tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ZĞƐŽƌƚ�ďŽƌĚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�ƌĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�Zŝŵ�
EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�ZĞƐĞƌǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶůǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚůĂŶĚ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞƐ�tǇĂ��ĞĂĐŚ�
from the park’s Half Moon Bay. 

DŽŶŝŬĂ�ĂŶĚ�/�ƐĞƚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ͘��
tĞ�ƐĐƌĂŵďůĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƌŽĐŬƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
where the route gets too precipi-

tous we duck into the forest, bush-

whacking through long abandoned 

trails. 

� tĞ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ĂŶ�ŽƉĞŶ�Ğǆ-
panse of high grass. The ground is 

thickly strewn with empty shells. 

Francis tells us later that this is a 

ŵŝĚĚĞŶͶĂ�ĚŝƐĐĂƌĚĞĚ�ƐŚĞůů�ĚĞ-

ƉŽƐŝƚŽƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ŽůĚ͕�&ŝƌƐƚ�EĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�
village site. Eventually, with just a 

few cuts and scrapes, we make it 

ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐŝĚĞ͘�tĞ͛ƌĞ�ŚĂƉƉǇ�ƚŽ�
learn that the resort plans to carve 

out a proper trail.

 Half Moon Bay, with its double 

crescent beach, is gorgeous and 

deserted. From there, the forest 

ƚƌĂŝůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�Zŝŵ�
Park provide endless hours of mag-

ŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ŚŝŬŝŶŐ͘�
 A well-deserved lunch of fresh 

ŚĂůŝďƵƚ�ǁƌĂƉƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�^ƵƌĨ�
^ŚŽƉ��ĂĨĠ�ŚŝƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŽƚ͘�/ƚ Ɛ͛�Ă�ĨƵŶŬǇ�
ůŝƩůĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ǀŝďĞ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�
ŵĞŶƵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƐƵƌĩŽĂƌĚƐ͕�
and tourists and locals hang out 

ĂŶĚ�ƐǁĂƉ�ƐƵƌĮŶŐ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͘
� tĞ�ĐŚŝĐŬĞŶ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƵƌĨ�ůĞƐ-
sons but rent a couple of stand-up 

paddleboards instead.  Monika is 

an old pro. I on the other hand, a 

ŶĞǁďŝĞ͕�ůŽŽŬ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ďĂďǇ�ĂƩĞŵƉƚ-
ŝŶŐ�ŚĞƌ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐŽůŽ�ƐƚĂŶĚ͘��KŶĐĞ�/�
get the hang of it, it’s fun pad-

dling over the blue-green water 

and checking out the massive kelp 

beds. But, all to soon, boom…I’m in 

the water. 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:  
The wild Pacific 
Ocean; Awesome 
views from the yurt 
deck; Hiking the 
beautiful coastline.



� ^ŝƫŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�ǇƵƌƚ�ĚĞĐŬ͕�ŐůĂƐƐ�
of wine in hand, we warm our-

selves in the late day sun and en-

joy the tranquility of the property. 

The resort is just minutes from 

ƚŚĞ�ĂŵĞŶŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�hĐůƵĞůĞƚ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�
ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�Zŝŵ�
WĂƌŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�
feels wonderfully isolated.

� dŚĞ�&ŝƌƐƚ�EĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƉůĂŶƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�tǇĂ�
Point Resort, but they, more than 

anyone, understand the balance 

between economic growth and 

respect for their ancestral land. 

I had a pleasant chat with Joe, 

one of the maintenance guys 

ǁŚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƟƉͲƚŽƉ�
shape.  “Development is a good 

thing for our children, it brings 

ǁŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘�tĞ͛ǀĞ�ĚŽŶĞ�Ă�
nice job here, I’m proud to share 

it with people from all over the 

ǁŽƌůĚ͘͟
 One bay south, at Ucluth 

�ĞĂĐŚ͕�ĮŶŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽƵĐŚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�
made to four, 1 and 2 bedroom 

ůƵǆƵƌǇ�ůŽĚŐĞƐ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�ŝŶ�ĚĞ-

sign. The post and beam architec-

ture is striking, and each lodge is 

adorned with a spectacular house 

ƉŽƐƚ�ĐĂƌǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂƌƟƐƚ��ůŝīŽƌĚ�
George. Like the yurts, the lodges 

are steps from a heavenly beach 

and have been harmoniously inte-

ŐƌĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ƐĞƫŶŐ͘�
 “Great place for a special oc-

ĐĂƐŝŽŶ�Žƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƌĞƵŶŝŽŶ͟�DŽŶŝŬĂ�
comments.  I know that twinkle in 

her eye; she’s already scheming 

ĂďŽƵƚ�Ă�ŶĞǆƚ�ŐĞƚĂǁĂǇ͘�^ŽƵŶĚƐ�ůŝŬĞ�
a plan, but for now, I’m deliriously 

ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ŐůĂŵƉŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�tǇĂ��ĞĂĐŚ͘
 I can’t remember the last 

ƟŵĞ�/͛ǀĞ�ĨĞůƚ�ƐŽ�ƌĞĨƌĞƐŚĞĚ͘�>ƵůůĞĚ�
to sleep by the rhythmic waves 

crashing on the beach, I’ve just 

ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ůƵǆƵƌŝŽƵƐ�ƐůƵŵďĞƌ�ŝŶ�
our cozy yurt. Monika makes cof-

ĨĞĞ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�/�ŵŝǆ�Ă�ŚĞĂƌƚǇ�ďĂƚĐŚ�ŽĨ�
ŽĂƚŵĞĂů͘�tĞ�ĞĂƚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͕�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�
ĨĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ�ĚƌŝŌǁŽŽĚ�ƉĞƌĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
watch an eagle catch his breakfast 

ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝƐƚͲƐŚƌŽƵĚĞĚ�ďĞĂĐŚ͘�tĞ�
couldn’t agree more with Tyson, 

tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ƉůĂĐĞ͘

IF YOU GO

'ĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͗  
dŚĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƌŽĂĚ�ĨŽƌ�tǇĂ�WŽŝŶƚ�ZĞƐŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ũƵƐƚ�
ƐŽƵƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�dŽĮŶŽͲhĐůƵĞůĞƚ�ũƵŶĐƟŽŶ͕�Žī�WĂĐŝĮĐ�
Zŝŵ�,ŝŐŚǁĂǇ�ϰ͘���ƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϯ�
hours from Nanaimo, and just over 4 hours from 
Victoria.

�ŽƐƚ͗  
Yurts start at $130/night and some can  
accommodate a family of 5.
(www.wyapoint.com)

^ƵƉƉůŝĞƐͬ&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͗  
Yurts are equipped with linens, towels, drink-
ing water, kitchen basics, and a BBQ with side 
ďƵƌŶĞƌ͘ �dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ƌĞĨƌŝŐĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐŽ�Ă�ĐŽŽůĞƌ�ŝƐ�
useful. Yurts share a washroom building contain-
ing individual rooms, each with sink, toilet, and 
shower.

tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽ�ĞĂƚ͗�
dƌǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁůǇ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ�<ǁŝƐŝƟƐ�&ĞĂƐƚ�,ŽƵƐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
WĂƌŬ Ɛ͛�<ǁŝƐŝƟƐ�sŝƐŝƚŽƌ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�;ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ͕�ůƵŶĐŚ͕� 
dinner).  For a splurge, check out Norwoods, or 
the Black Rock Resort’s Fetch, both in Ucluelet.
 
tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽ�ŚŝŬĞ͗  
dŚĞ�>ŽŶŐ��ĞĂĐŚ�ƵŶŝƚ�ŽĨ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�Zŝŵ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�
Reserve has over 22 km of beach walking and 
ϭϮ�Ŭŵ�ŽĨ�ƌĂŝŶĨŽƌĞƐƚ�ƚƌĂŝůƐ͘�dŚĞ�tŝůĚ�WĂĐŝĮĐ��ŽĂƐƚ�
dƌĂŝů�ŝŶ�hĐůƵĞůĞƚ�ŚĂƐ�ϯ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŐŽƌŐĞŽƵƐ͕� 
easily accessed walking paths.  
(www.longbeachmaps.com)

tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƌĨ͗ 
'Ğƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕�ƌĞŶƚĂůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�tǇĂ�
WŽŝŶƚ�^ƵƌĨ�^ŚŽƉ͘�dŚĞ�ĂĚũĂĐĞŶƚ�ĐĂĨĠ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƐƉŽƚ�
to grab a casual meal.

tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĂŵƉĞƌ͗ 
A glamping holiday isn’t complete without a trip 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĂ͘�^ŽĂŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƚ�ƚƵďƐ�ŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ǁŝůĚ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�Ăƚ��ůĂĐŬ�ZŽĐŬ�ZĞƐŽƌƚ Ɛ͛�ůƵǆƵƌŝŽƵƐ� 
�ƌŝŌ�^ƉĂ͘

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:  
Spacious yurts sleep 
up to 5 people; 
Morning coffee 
watching the mist 
rise over Wya Beach; 
Wya Point Surf  
Shop Café 


